
Section. 1.

Al l  l eg i s l a t ive  Powers  here in  granted  sha l l  be  ves ted  in  a  Congress  o f  the  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  which  sha l l  cons i s t
of  a  Senate  and House  of  Representa t ives .

Section. 2.

The House of  Representat ives  shal l  be composed of  Members  chosen every second Year  by the Peo-
ple  of  the several  States ,  and the Electors  in each State  shal l  have the Qual i f icat ions requis i te  for
Electors  of  the most  numerous Branch of  the State  Legis lature.

No Person shal l  be a  Representat ive  who shal l  not  have at ta ined to the Age of  twenty f ive  Years ,  and
been seven Years  a  Cit izen of  the United States ,  and who shal l  not ,  when elected,  be an Inhabitant
of  that  State  in which he shal l  be chosen.

Representat ives  and direct  Taxes  shal l  be apport ioned among the several  States  which may be in-
cluded within this  Union,  according to their  respect ive  Numbers ,  which shal l  be determined by
adding to the whole Number of  free  Persons,  including those bound to Service  for  a  Term of  Years ,
and excluding Indians not  taxed,  three f i f ths  of  a l l  other  Persons.  The actual  Enumerat ion shal l  be
made within three Years  af ter  the f i rs t  Meeting of  the Congress  of  the United States ,  and within
every subsequent  Term of  ten Years ,  in such Manner as  they shal l  by Law direct .  The Number of
Representat ives  shal l  not  exceed one for  every thir ty  Thousand,  but  each State  shal l  have at  Least
one Representat ive;  and unti l  such enumerat ion shal l  be made,  the State  of  New Hampshire  shal l  be
enti t led to chuse three,  Massachusetts  e ight ,  Rhode-Is land and Providence Plantat ions one,  Con-
nect icut  f ive ,  New-York s ix ,  New Jersey four,  Pennsylvania  e ight ,  Delaware one,  Maryland s ix ,  Vir-
ginia  ten,  North Carol ina f ive ,  South Carol ina f ive ,  and Georgia  three.

When vacancies  happen in the Representat ion from any State ,  the Executive Authori ty  thereof  shal l
i ssue Writs  of  Elect ion to f i l l  such Vacancies .

The House of  Representat ives  shal l  chuse their  Speaker  and other  Off icers ;  and shal l  have the sole
Power of  Impeachment.

Section. 3.

The Senate  of  the United States  shal l  be composed of  two Senators  from each State ,  chosen by the
Legis lature thereof  for  s ix  Years ;  and each Senator  shal l  have one Vote.

Immediately  af ter  they shal l  be assembled in Consequence of  the f i rs t  Elect ion,  they shal l  be divid-
ed as  equal ly  as  may be into three Classes .  The Seats  of  the Senators  of  the f i rs t  Class  shal l  be vacat-
ed at  the Expirat ion of  the second Year ,  of  the second Class  at  the Expirat ion of  the fourth Year ,  and
of  the third Class  at  the Expirat ion of  the s ixth Year ,  so that  one third may be chosen every second
Year;  and i f  Vacancies  happen by Resignat ion,  or  otherwise ,  during the Recess  of  the Legis lature of
any State ,  the Executive thereof  may make temporary Appointments  unti l  the next  Meeting of  the
Legis lature,  which shal l  then f i l l  such Vacancies .



No Person shal l  be a  Senator  who shal l  not  have at ta ined to the Age of  thir ty  Years ,  and been nine
Years  a  Cit izen of  the United States ,  and who shal l  not ,  when elected,  be an Inhabitant  of  that  State
for  which he shal l  be chosen.

The Vice President  of  the United States  shal l  be President  of  the Senate ,  but  shal l  have no Vote,
unless  they be equal ly  divided.

The Senate  shal l  chuse their  other  Off icers ,  and a lso a  President  pro tempore,  in the Absence of  the
Vice President ,  or  when he shal l  exercise  the Off ice  of  President  of  the United States .

The Senate  shal l  have the sole  Power to try  a l l  Impeachments .  When s i t t ing for  that  Purpose,  they
shal l  be on Oath or  Aff irmation.  When the President  of  the United States  i s  tr ied,  the Chief  Just ice
shal l  preside:  And no Person shal l  be convicted without the Concurrence of  two thirds  of  the Mem-
bers  present .

Judgment in Cases  of  Impeachment shal l  not  extend further  than to removal  from Office ,  and dis-
qual i f icat ion to hold and enjoy any Off ice  of  honor,  Trust  or  Profi t  under the United States :  but
the Party convicted shal l  nevertheless  be l iable  and subject  to  Indictment,  Tria l ,  Judgment and Pun-
ishment,  according to Law.

Section. 4.

The Times,  Places  and Manner of  holding Elect ions for  Senators  and Representat ives ,  shal l  be pre-
scr ibed in each State  by the Legis lature thereof;  but  the Congress  may at  any t ime by Law make or
al ter  such Regulat ions,  except  as  to  the Places  of  chusing Senators .

The Congress  shal l  assemble at  least  once in every Year ,  and such Meeting shal l  be on the f i rs t
Monday in December,  unless  they shal l  by Law appoint  a  di f ferent  Day.

Section. 5.

Each House shal l  be the Judge of  the Elect ions,  Returns and Qual i f icat ions of  i ts  own Members ,  and
a Majori ty  of  each shal l  const i tute  a  Quorum to do Business ;  but  a  smal ler  Number may adjourn
from day to day,  and may be authorized to compel  the Attendance of  absent  Members ,  in such Man-
ner,  and under such Penal t ies  as  each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules  of  i ts  Proceedings,  punish i ts  Members  for  disorderly  Behav-
iour,  and,  with the Concurrence of  two thirds ,  expel  a  Member.

Each House shal l  keep a  Journal  of  i ts  Proceedings,  and from t ime to t ime publ ish the same,  except-
ing such Parts  as  may in their  Judgment require  Secrecy;  and the Yeas  and Nays of  the Members  of
ei ther  House on any quest ion shal l ,  a t  the Desire  of  one f i f th of  those Present ,  be entered on the
Journal .

Neither  House,  during the Sess ion of  Congress ,  shal l ,  without the Consent  of  the other ,  adjourn for
more than three days ,  nor  to  any other  Place than that  in which the two Houses  shal l  be s i t t ing.

Section. 6.

The Senators  and Representat ives  shal l  receive a  Compensat ion for  their  Services ,  to  be ascerta ined
by Law,  and paid out  of  the Treasury of  the United States .  They shal l  in a l l  Cases ,  except  Treason,
Felony and Breach of  the Peace,  be privi leged from Arrest  during their  Attendance at  the Sess ion of
their  respect ive  Houses ,  and in going to and returning from the same;  and for  any Speech or  Debate
in e i ther  House,  they shal l  not  be quest ioned in any other  Place.



No Senator  or  Representat ive  shal l ,  during the Time for  which he was e lected,  be appointed to any
civi l  Off ice  under the Authori ty  of  the United States ,  which shal l  have been created,  or  the Emol-
uments  whereof  shal l  have been encreased during such t ime;  and no Person holding any Off ice
under the United States ,  shal l  be a  Member of  e i ther  House during his  Continuance in Off ice .

Section. 7.

All  Bi l l s  for  ra is ing Revenue shal l  or iginate  in the House of  Representat ives;  but  the Senate  may
propose or  concur with Amendments  as  on other  Bi l l s .

Every Bi l l  which shal l  have passed the House of  Representat ives  and the Senate ,  shal l ,  before i t
become a  Law,  be presented to the President  of  the United States :  I f  he approve he shal l  s ign i t ,
but  i f  not  he shal l  return i t ,  with his  Object ions to that  House in which i t  shal l  have originated,
who shal l  enter  the Object ions at  large on their  Journal ,  and proceed to reconsider  i t . I f  a f ter  such
Reconsiderat ion two thirds  of  that  House shal l  agree to pass  the Bi l l ,  i t  shal l  be sent ,  together  with
the Object ions,  to  the other  House,  by which i t  shal l  l ikewise  be reconsidered,  and i f  approved by
two thirds  of  that  House,  i t  shal l  become a  Law.  But in a l l  such Cases  the Votes  of  both Houses
shal l  be determined by yeas  and Nays,  and the Names of  the Persons vot ing for  and against  the Bi l l
shal l  be entered on the Journal  of  each House respect ively .  I f  any Bi l l  shal l  not  be returned by the
President  within ten Days (Sundays excepted)  af ter  i t  shal l  have been presented to him,  the Same
shal l  be a  Law,  in l ike  Manner as  i f  he had s igned i t ,  unless  the Congress  by their  Adjournment
prevent  i ts  Return,  in which Case i t  shal l  not  be a  Law.

Every Order,  Resolut ion,  or  Vote to which the Concurrence of  the Senate  and House of  Represen-
tat ives  may be necessary (except  on a  quest ion of  Adjournment)  shal l  be presented to the President
of  the United States ;  and before the Same shal l  take Effect ,  shal l  be approved by him, or  being
disapproved by him, shal l  be repassed by two thirds  of  the Senate  and House of  Representat ives ,
according to the Rules  and Limitat ions prescr ibed in the Case of  a  Bi l l .

Section. 8.

The Congress  shal l  have Power To lay and col lect  Taxes ,  Duties ,  Imposts  and Excises ,  to  pay the
Debts  and provide for  the common Defence and general  Welfare  of  the United States ;  but  a l l  Du-
t ies ,  Imposts  and Excises  shal l  be uniform throughout the United States ;

To borrow Money on the credit  of  the United States ;

To regulate  Commerce with foreign Nations,  and among the several  States ,  and with the Indian
Tribes;

To establ ish an uniform Rule of  Natural izat ion,  and uniform Laws on the subject  of  Bankruptcies
throughout the United States ;

To coin Money,  regulate  the Value thereof ,  and of  foreign Coin,  and f ix  the Standard of  Weights
and Measures;

To provide for  the Punishment of  counterfei t ing the Securi t ies  and current  Coin of  the United
States ;

To establ ish Post  Off ices  and post  Roads;

To promote the Progress  of  Science and useful  Arts ,  by securing for  l imited Times to Authors  and
Inventors  the exclusive Right  to  their  respect ive  Writ ings  and Discoveries ;

To const i tute  Tribunals  infer ior  to  the supreme Court ;



To def ine and punish Piracies  and Felonies  committed on the high Seas ,  and Offences  against  the
Law of  Nations;

To declare  War,  grant  Letters  of  Marque and Reprisa l ,  and make Rules  concerning Captures  on
Land and Water;

To ra ise  and support  Armies ,  but  no Appropriat ion of  Money to that  Use shal l  be for  a  longer
Term than two Years ;

To provide and maintain a  Navy;

To make Rules  for  the Government and Regulat ion of  the land and naval  Forces;

To provide for  ca l l ing forth the Mil i t ia  to  execute the Laws of  the Union,  suppress  Insurrect ions
and repel  Invasions;

To provide for  organizing,  arming,  and discipl ining,  the Mil i t ia ,  and for  governing such Part  of
them as  may be employed in the Service  of  the United States ,  reserving to the States  respect ively ,
the Appointment of  the Off icers ,  and the Authori ty  of  tra ining the Mil i t ia  according to the disci-
pl ine prescr ibed by Congress ;

To exercise  exclusive Legis lat ion in a l l  Cases  whatsoever ,  over  such Distr ict  (not  exceeding ten
Miles  square)  as  may,  by Cession of  part icular  States ,  and the Acceptance of  Congress ,  become the
Seat  of  the Government of  the United States ,  and to exercise  l ike  Authori ty  over  a l l  Places  pur-
chased by the Consent  of  the Legis lature of  the State  in which the Same shal l  be,  for  the Erect ion
of  Forts ,  Magazines ,  Arsenals ,  dock-Yards,  and other  needful  Bui ldings;--And

To make a l l  Laws which shal l  be necessary and proper  for  carrying into Execution the foregoing
Powers ,  and a l l  other  Powers  vested by this  Const i tut ion in the Government of  the United States ,
or  in any Department or  Off icer  thereof .

Section. 9.

The Migrat ion or  Importat ion of  such Persons as  any of  the States  now exist ing shal l  think proper
to admit ,  shal l  not  be prohibi ted by the Congress  pr ior  to  the Year  one thousand eight  hundred
and eight ,  but  a  Tax or  duty may be imposed on such Importat ion,  not  exceeding ten dol lars  for
each Person.

The Privi lege of  the Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus shal l  not  be suspended,  unless  when in Cases  of  Re-
bel l ion or  Invasion the publ ic  Safety may require  i t .

No Bi l l  of  Atta inder  or  ex post  facto Law shal l  be passed.

No Capitat ion,  or  other  direct ,  Tax shal l  be la id,  unless  in Proport ion to the Census or  enumera-
t ion herein before directed to be taken.

No Tax or  Duty shal l  be la id on Art ic les  exported from any State .

No Preference shal l  be given by any Regulat ion of  Commerce or  Revenue to the Ports  of  one State
over  those of  another;  nor shal l  Vessels  bound to,  or  from, one State ,  be obl iged to enter ,  c lear ,  or
pay Duties  in another .

No Money shal l  be drawn from the Treasury,  but  in Consequence of  Appropriat ions made by Law;
and a  regular  Statement and Account of  the Receipts  and Expenditures  of  a l l  publ ic  Money shal l  be
publ ished from t ime to t ime.



No Tit le  of  Nobil i ty  shal l  be granted by the United States :  And no Person holding any Off ice  of
Profi t  or  Trust  under them, shal l ,  without the Consent  of  the Congress ,  accept  of  any present ,
Emolument,  Off ice ,  or  Tit le ,  of  any kind whatever ,  from any King,  Prince,  or  foreign State .

Section. 10.

No State  shal l  enter  into any Treaty,  Al l iance,  or  Confederat ion;  grant  Letters  of  Marque and Re-
prisa l ;  coin Money;  emit  Bi l l s  of  Credit ;  make any Thing but  gold and s i lver  Coin a  Tender in
Payment of  Debts ;  pass  any Bi l l  of  Atta inder ,  ex  post  facto Law,  or  Law impair ing the Obligat ion
of  Contracts ,  or  grant  any Tit le  of  Nobil i ty .

No State  shal l ,  without the Consent  of  the Congress ,  lay  any Imposts  or  Duties  on Imports  or  Ex-
ports ,  except  what  may be absolutely  necessary for  executing i t ' s  inspect ion Laws:  and the net  Pro-
duce of  a l l  Duties  and Imposts ,  la id by any State  on Imports  or  Exports ,  shal l  be for  the Use of  the
Treasury of  the United States ;  and a l l  such Laws shal l  be subject  to  the Revis ion and Controul  of
the Congress .

No State  shal l ,  without the Consent  of  Congress ,  lay  any Duty of  Tonnage,  keep Troops,  or  Ships
of  War in t ime of  Peace,  enter  into any Agreement or  Compact  with another  State ,  or  with a  for-
eign Power,  or  engage in War,  unless  actual ly  invaded,  or  in such imminent Danger as  wi l l  not  ad-
mit  of  delay.

Section. 1.

The executive Power shal l  be vested in a  President  of  the United States  of  America .  He shal l  hold
his  Off ice  during the Term of  four Years ,  and,  together  with the Vice President ,  chosen for  the
same Term, be e lected,  as  fol lows:

Each State  shal l  appoint ,  in such Manner as  the Legis lature thereof  may direct ,  a  Number of  Elec-
tors ,  equal  to  the whole Number of  Senators  and Representat ives  to  which the State  may be enti-
t led in the Congress :  but  no Senator  or  Representat ive ,  or  Person holding an Off ice  of  Trust  or
Profi t  under the United States ,  shal l  be appointed an Elector .

The Electors  shal l  meet  in their  respect ive  States ,  and vote  by Bal lot  for  two Persons,  of  whom one
at  least  shal l  not  be an Inhabitant  of  the same State  with themselves .  And they shal l  make a  List  of
a l l  the Persons voted for ,  and of  the Number of  Votes  for  each;  which List  they shal l  s ign and cer-
t i fy ,  and transmit  sealed to the Seat  of  the Government of  the United States ,  directed to the Presi-
dent  of  the Senate .  The President  of  the Senate  shal l ,  in  the Presence of  the Senate  and House of
Representat ives ,  open a l l  the Cert i f icates ,  and the Votes  shal l  then be counted.  The Person having
the greatest  Number of  Votes  shal l  be the President ,  i f  such Number be a  Majori ty  of  the whole
Number of  Electors  appointed;  and i f  there be more than one who have such Majori ty ,  and have an
equal  Number of  Votes ,  then the House of  Representat ives  shal l  immediately  chuse by Bal lot  one
of  them for  President;  and i f  no Person have a  Majori ty ,  then from the f ive  highest  on the List  the
said House shal l  in l ike  Manner chuse the President .  But  in chusing the President ,  the Votes  shal l
be taken by States ,  the Representat ion from each State  having one Vote;  A quorum for  this  purpose
shal l  consist  of  a  Member or  Members  from two thirds  of  the States ,  and a  Majori ty  of  a l l  the
States  shal l  be necessary to a  Choice.  In every Case,  af ter  the Choice of  the President ,  the Person
having the greatest  Number of  Votes  of  the Electors  shal l  be the Vice President .  But  i f  there
should remain two or  more who have equal  Votes ,  the Senate  shal l  chuse from them by Bal lot  the
Vice President .

The Congress  may determine the Time of  chusing the Electors ,  and the Day on which they shal l
g ive their  Votes;  which Day shal l  be the same throughout the United States .



No Person except  a  natural  born Cit izen,  or  a  Cit izen of  the United States ,  a t  the t ime of  the
Adoption of  this  Const i tut ion,  shal l  be e l ig ible  to  the Off ice  of  President;  nei ther  shal l  any Person
be el ig ible  to  that  Off ice  who shal l  not  have at ta ined to the Age of  thir ty  f ive  Years ,  and been four-
teen Years  a  Resident  within the United States .

In Case of  the Removal  of  the President  from Office ,  or  of  his  Death,  Resignat ion,  or  Inabi l i ty  to
discharge the Powers  and Duties  of  the sa id Off ice ,  the Same shal l  devolve on the Vice President ,
and the Congress  may by Law provide for  the Case of  Removal ,  Death,  Resignat ion or  Inabi l i ty ,
both of  the President  and Vice President ,  declar ing what  Off icer  shal l  then act  as  President ,  and
such Off icer  shal l  act  accordingly,  unti l  the Disabi l i ty  be removed,  or  a  President  shal l  be e lected.

The President  shal l ,  a t  s tated Times,  receive for  his  Services ,  a  Compensat ion,  which shal l  nei ther
be increased nor diminished during the Period for  which he shal l  have been elected,  and he shal l
not  receive within that  Period any other  Emolument from the United States ,  or  any of  them.

Before he enter  on the Execution of  his  Off ice ,  he shal l  take the fol lowing Oath or  Aff irmation:--
"I  do solemnly swear  (or  af f i rm) that  I  wi l l  fa i thful ly  execute the Off ice  of  President  of  the United
States ,  and wil l  to  the best  of  my Abi l i ty ,  preserve,  protect  and defend the Const i tut ion of  the
United States . "

Section. 2.

The President  shal l  be Commander in Chief  of  the Army and Navy of  the United States ,  and of  the
Mil i t ia  of  the several  States ,  when cal led into the actual  Service  of  the United States ;  he may re-
quire  the Opinion,  in wri t ing,  of  the principal  Off icer  in each of  the executive Departments ,  upon
any Subject  re lat ing to the Duties  of  their  respect ive  Off ices ,  and he shal l  have Power to grant  Re-
prieves  and Pardons for  Offences  against  the United States ,  except  in Cases  of  Impeachment.

He shal l  have Power,  by and with the Advice and Consent  of  the Senate ,  to  make Treat ies ,  provid-
ed two thirds  of  the Senators  present  concur;  and he shal l  nominate ,  and by and with the Advice
and Consent  of  the Senate ,  shal l  appoint  Ambassadors ,  other  publ ic  Ministers  and Consuls ,  Judges
of  the supreme Court ,  and a l l  other  Off icers  of  the United States ,  whose Appointments  are  not
herein otherwise  provided for ,  and which shal l  be establ ished by Law: but  the Congress  may by
Law vest  the Appointment of  such infer ior  Off icers ,  as  they think proper ,  in the President  a lone,
in the Courts  of  Law,  or  in the Heads of  Departments .

The President  shal l  have Power to f i l l  up a l l  Vacancies  that  may happen during the Recess  of  the
Senate ,  by granting Commissions which shal l  expire  at  the End of  their  next  Sess ion.

Section. 3.

He shal l  from t ime to t ime give to the Congress  Information of  the State  of  the Union,  and recom-
mend to their  Considerat ion such Measures  as  he shal l  judge necessary and expedient;  he may,  on
extraordinary Occasions,  convene both Houses ,  or  e i ther  of  them, and in Case of  Disagreement
between them, with Respect  to  the Time of  Adjournment,  he may adjourn them to such Time as  he
shal l  think proper;  he shal l  receive Ambassadors  and other  publ ic  Ministers ;  he shal l  take Care that
the Laws be fa i thful ly  executed,  and shal l  Commission a l l  the Off icers  of  the United States .

Section. 4.

The President ,  Vice President  and a l l  c iv i l  Off icers  of  the United States ,  shal l  be removed from
Office  on Impeachment for ,  and Convict ion of ,  Treason,  Bribery,  or  other  high Crimes and Misde-
meanors .



Section. 1.

The judicia l  Power of  the United States  shal l  be vested in one supreme Court ,  and in such infer ior
Courts  as  the Congress  may from t ime to t ime ordain and establ ish.  The Judges,  both of  the su-
preme and infer ior  Courts ,  shal l  hold their  Off ices  during good Behaviour,  and shal l ,  a t  s tated
Times,  receive for  their  Services  a  Compensat ion,  which shal l  not  be diminished during their
Continuance in Off ice .

Section. 2.

The judicia l  Power shal l  extend to a l l  Cases ,  in Law and Equity,  ar is ing under this  Const i tut ion,
the Laws of  the United States ,  and Treat ies  made,  or  which shal l  be made,  under their  Authori ty;--
to a l l  Cases  af fect ing Ambassadors ,  other  publ ic  Ministers  and Consuls ;--to a l l  Cases  of  admiral ty
and mari t ime Jurisdict ion;--to Controversies  to  which the United States  shal l  be a  Party;--to Con-
troversies  between two or  more States ;--  between a  State  and Cit izens of  another  State ;--between
Cit izens of  di f ferent  States ;--between Cit izens of  the same State  c la iming Lands under Grants  of
dif ferent  States ,  and between a  State ,  or  the Cit izens thereof ,  and foreign States ,  Cit izens or  Sub-
jects .

In a l l  Cases  af fect ing Ambassadors ,  other  publ ic  Ministers  and Consuls ,  and those in which a  State
shal l  be Party,  the supreme Court  shal l  have original  Jurisdict ion.  In a l l  the other  Cases  before
mentioned,  the supreme Court  shal l  have appel late  Jurisdict ion,  both as  to  Law and Fact ,  with such
Exceptions,  and under such Regulat ions as  the Congress  shal l  make.

The Tria l  of  a l l  Crimes,  except  in Cases  of  Impeachment,  shal l  be by Jury;  and such Tria l  shal l  be
held in the State  where the sa id Crimes shal l  have been committed;  but  when not  committed with-
in any State ,  the Tria l  shal l  be at  such Place or  Places  as  the Congress  may by Law have directed.

Section. 3.

Treason against  the United States ,  shal l  consist  only in levying War against  them, or  in adhering to
their  Enemies ,  g iving them Aid and Comfort .  No Person shal l  be convicted of  Treason unless  on
the Test imony of  two Witnesses  to  the same overt  Act ,  or  on Confess ion in open Court .

The Congress  shal l  have Power to declare  the Punishment of  Treason,  but  no Atta inder  of  Treason
shal l  work Corruption of  Blood,  or  Forfei ture except  during the Life  of  the Person at ta inted.

Section. 1.

Full  Fai th and Credit  shal l  be given in each State  to  the publ ic  Acts ,  Records,  and judicia l  Pro-
ceedings of  every other  State .  And the Congress  may by general  Laws prescr ibe the Manner in
which such Acts ,  Records and Proceedings shal l  be proved,  and the Effect  thereof .

Section. 2.

The Cit izens of  each State  shal l  be enti t led to a l l  Privi leges  and Immunit ies  of  Cit izens in the sev-
eral  States .

A Person charged in any State  with Treason,  Felony,  or  other  Crime,  who shal l  f lee  from Just ice ,
and be found in another  State ,  shal l  on Demand of  the executive Authori ty  of  the State  from which
he f led,  be del ivered up,  to  be removed to the State  having Jurisdict ion of  the Crime.



No Person held to Service  or  Labour in one State ,  under the Laws thereof ,  escaping into another ,
shal l ,  in  Consequence of  any Law or  Regulat ion therein,  be discharged from such Service  or  La-
bour,  but  shal l  be del ivered up on Claim of  the Party to  whom such Service  or  Labour may be
due.

Section. 3.

New States  may be admitted by the Congress  into this  Union;  but  no new State  shal l  be formed or
erected within the Jurisdict ion of  any other  State ;  nor any State  be formed by the Junct ion of  two
or more States ,  or  Parts  of  States ,  without the Consent  of  the Legis latures  of  the States  concerned
as  wel l  as  of  the Congress .

The Congress  shal l  have Power to dispose of  and make a l l  needful  Rules  and Regulat ions respect-
ing the Terri tory or  other  Property belonging to the United States ;  and nothing in this  Const i tu-
t ion shal l  be so construed as  to  Prejudice any Claims of  the United States ,  or  of  any part icular
State .

Section. 4.

The United States  shal l  guarantee to every State  in this  Union a  Republ ican Form of  Government,
and shal l  protect  each of  them against  Invasion;  and on Appl icat ion of  the Legis lature,  or  of  the
Executive (when the Legis lature cannot  be convened),  against  domest ic  Violence.

The Congress ,  whenever  two thirds  of  both Houses  shal l  deem i t  necessary,  shal l  propose Amend-
ments  to  this  Const i tut ion,  or ,  on the Appl icat ion of  the Legis latures  of  two thirds  of  the several
States ,  shal l  ca l l  a  Convention for  proposing Amendments ,  which,  in e i ther  Case,  shal l  be val id to
al l  Intents  and Purposes ,  as  Part  of  this  Const i tut ion,  when rat i f ied by the Legis latures  of  three
fourths of  the several  States ,  or  by Conventions in three fourths thereof ,  as  the one or  the other
Mode of  Rat i f icat ion may be proposed by the Congress ;  Provided that  no Amendment which may
be made prior  to  the Year  One thousand eight  hundred and eight  shal l  in any Manner affect  the
f irst  and fourth Clauses  in the Ninth Sect ion of  the f i rs t  Art ic le ;  and that  no State ,  without i ts
Consent ,  shal l  be deprived of  i ts  equal  Suffrage in the Senate .

Al l  Debts  contracted and Engagements  entered into,  before the Adoption of  this  Const i tut ion,
shal l  be as  val id against  the United States  under this  Const i tut ion,  as  under the Confederat ion.

This  Const i tut ion,  and the Laws of  the United States  which shal l  be made in Pursuance thereof;
and a l l  Treat ies  made,  or  which shal l  be made,  under the Authori ty  of  the United States ,  shal l  be
the supreme Law of  the Land;  and the Judges in every State  shal l  be bound thereby,  any Thing in
the Const i tut ion or  Laws of  any State  to  the Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators  and Representat ives  before mentioned,  and the Members  of  the several  State  Legis-
latures ,  and a l l  executive and judicia l  Off icers ,  both of  the United States  and of  the several  States ,
shal l  be bound by Oath or  Aff irmation,  to  support  this  Const i tut ion;  but  no rel ig ious Test  shal l
ever  be required as  a  Qual i f icat ion to any Off ice  or  publ ic  Trust  under the United States .



http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/constitution_transcript.html

G°. Washington

Presidt and deputy from Virginia

Delaware

Geo: Read
Gunning Bedford jun
John Dickinson
Richard Bassett
Jaco: Broom
Maryland

James McHenry
Dan of St Thos. Jenifer
Danl. Carroll
Virginia

John Blair
James Madison Jr.

North Carolina

Wm. Blount
Richd. Dobbs Spaight
Hu Williamson

South Carolina

J. Rutledge
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Charles Pinckney
Pierce Butler
Georgia
William Few
Abr Baldwin

New Hampshire

John Langdon
Nicholas Gilman

Massachusetts

Nathaniel Gorham
Rufus King

Connecticut

Wm. Saml. Johnson
Roger Sherman

New York

Alexander Hamilton

New Jersey

Wil: Livingston
David Brearley
Wm. Paterson
Jona: Dayton

Pennsylvania

B Franklin
Thomas Mifflin
Robt. Morris
Geo. Clymer
Thos. FitzSimons
Jared Ingersoll
James Wilson
Gouv Morris

The Rati f icat ion of  the Conventions of  nine States ,  shal l  be suff ic ient  for  the Establ ishment of
this  Const i tut ion between the States  so rat i fying the Same.

The Word,  " the,"  being inter l ined between the seventh and eighth Lines  of  the f i rs t  Page,  the
Word "Thirty"  being part ly  wri t ten on an Erazure in the f i f teenth Line of  the f i rs t  Page,  The
Words " i s  tr ied"  being inter l ined between the thirty  second and thirty  third Lines  of  the f i rs t  Page
and the Word " the"  being inter l ined between the forty  third and forty fourth Lines  of  the second
Page.

Attest  Wil l iam Jackson Secretary

Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent  of  the States  present  the Seventeenth Day of  Sep-
tember in the Year  of  our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of  the Indepen-
dence of  the United States  of  America  the Twelfth In witness  whereof  We have hereunto
subscribed our Names,
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